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Response to proposed Regulations Amending 
the Energy EfÏciency Regulations 
 
Clean Energy Canada is a clean energy think tank within the Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue 
at Simon Fraser University.  
 
​​We are pleased to submit these comments in response to the proposed Regulations Amending 
the Energy EfÏciency Regulations, 2016 (Amendment 19). Clean Energy Canada supports the 
federal government’s efforts in updating the Energy EfÏciency Regulations to strengthen 
standards for appliances and achieve savings of energy, costs, and emissions. 
 
Why we need modernized Energy EfÏciency Regulations 
Energy efÏciency regulations can play a vital role in addressing two intertwined and growing 
challenges facing Canada: affordability and the growing demand for electricity. 
 
Canadians across the country continue to identify affordability—including the cost of energy— 
as the top challenge they are facing.  In a July 2026 survey by Abacus Data, 64% of Canadians 
named the “rising cost of living” as one of their top priorities for the federal government. In 
another recent survey, 60% of Canadians said their utility bills were a financial burden and 38% 
said they have had to make trade-offs between paying their energy bills and other essential 
household expenses, with an even higher share among young adults. The federal government 
has an important role to play in ensuring Canadians have access to modern, efÏcient products 
that avoid unnecessary energy usage and cost. Energy efÏciency requirements establish 
necessary standards for appliances that drive innovation, and help ensure appliances use energy 
as efÏciently as possible, reducing energy usage and by extension, energy bills.  
 
Additionally, modernized Energy EfÏciency Regulations need to help Canada prepare for the 
future of our energy systems. As outlined in Powering Canada Strong: A National Strategy for an 
Electrified Canadian Economy (the “Electricity Strategy”), Canada will need to double its 
electricity system by 2050 to meet future demand. This will be a costly undertaking and any 
unnecessary overbuilding of infrastructure will put upward pressure on rates, increasing the cost 
for Canadian households and businesses. As the Electricity Strategy rightly points out, “the 
cheapest electricity is the power never used” and energy efÏciency and grid modernization are 
some of the most effective ways to address affordability. The International Energy Agency has 
found that energy efÏciency on average costs less than half the cost per unit of energy of new 
generation capacity and grid infrastructure. The Energy EfÏciency Act and Energy EfÏciency 
Regulations are crucial instruments to facilitate smart and efÏcient electrification.  
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https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-sources/electricity-infrastructure/powering-canada-strong-national-strategy-electrified-canadian-economy#a3
https://www.iea.org/reports/grid-investments


 

Response to the proposed amendments 
(a) Increase energy savings by introducing products into the Regulations with associated 
requirements for energy efÏciency standards, testing standards, verification, labelling, and 
provision of information 

Clean Energy Canada supports including additional products and requirements under the 
Energy EfÏciency Regulations with the aim of saving energy and reducing household energy 
costs. Specifically, we support the newly proposed standards for air cleaners, computer room air 
conditioners, gas clothes dryers, and pool products. As these products have not been previously 
subject to energy efÏciency requirements, Canadians purchasing them have been missing out 
on savings. Air cleaners, for example, have grown in popularity following the COVID-19 pandemic 
and increasing air pollution from wildfires. A strong minimum energy performance standard 
(MEPS) ensures Canadians can purchase and use these products without wasting unnecessary 
energy and consequently money.  
 
(b) Increase energy savings by expanding the scope, introducing, or updating energy 
efÏciency and testing standards of some currently regulated products 

We similarly support expanding the scope, introducing, or updating energy efÏciency and testing 
standards of some currently regulated products, specifically for battery chargers, clothes 
washers, dishwashers, electric clothes dryers, electric motors, electric ranges, freezers, gas-fired 
instantaneous water heaters, gas-fired storage water heaters, gas furnaces (commercial), gas 
ranges, ground-source heat pumps, integrated clothes washer-dryers, oil-fired water heaters 
(household), recovery ventilators, refrigerators and combination refrigerator-freezers. The 
proposed changes are largely aligned with existing standards in the United States and many 
products on the Canadian market already meet these standards. The proposed changes will 
ensure that all Canadian consumers have access to products that function efÏciently and will 
ultimately save on energy costs.  
 
However, we oppose eliminating the energy efÏciency standard for electric coil cooktops. These 
cheaper electrical cooktops are more commonly used in renter and low-income households, 
making a minimum efÏciency standard that prevents the waste of energy and, consequently, 
money particularly crucial. We also oppose removing EnerGuide labelling for electric and gas 
ranges, as these labels are an important tool in helping consumers make informed choices. 
While harmonization of standards is a priority, it should not come at the cost of higher energy 
bills for Canadian consumers. Therefore, in the case of cooking products, the Energy EfÏciency 
Regulations should maintain requirements for EnerGuide labelling and MEPS for electric coil 
cooktops.  
 
(c) Allow regulated parties to voluntarily comply with the new requirements earlier by 
including an early compliance option 

Clean Energy Canada supports an early compliance option allowing regulated parties to 
voluntarily comply with new requirements earlier in cases where test standards are updated, 
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product scopes expanded or efÏciency standards strengthened. Manufacturers who are 
investing early in energy efÏciency improvements should be rewarded. Where standards are 
updated for the purpose of harmonization, an early compliance option can help manufacturers 
delivering products to multiple jurisdictions streamline their production processes.  
 
However, we oppose early compliance where energy efÏciency standards or EnerGuide labelling 
requirements are proposed to be removed, as this may unduly favour manufacturers who are 
meeting lower levels of energy efÏciency. 
 
(d) Support trade and improve regulatory implementation 

Harmonization of energy efÏciency standards with other jurisdictions eases access of products 
to the Canadian market, benefitting consumers. At the same time, with an increasingly volatile 
and uncertain political environment in the United States, it is crucial that Canadian energy 
efÏciency requirements are protected against backsliding. We are therefore supportive of the 
proposed changes relating to harmonization and backsliding as part of Amendment 19.  
 
(e) Support the government red tape reduction initiative 

The Government of Canada should exercise caution in applying the Red Tape Reduction Act to 
the Energy EfÏciency Regulations, in particular in applying the “one-for-one” rule. Energy 
efÏciency standards provide cost savings to Canadian businesses and households by avoiding 
unnecessary energy usage. Removing a requirement every time a new one is introduced would 
undo some of the previous efÏciency and productivity gains achieved by the Regulations. 
Moreover, manufacturers have already put resources into retooling their equipment to meet 
these existing standards, so removing an existing requirement would not generally reduce the 
cost of compliance.  
 
Clean Energy Canada supports grouping products by function to facilitate the search for energy 
efÏciency standards, testing standards and other requirements. In addition to the products 
listed, we suggest the government consider grouping requirements for air conditioning 
systems and air-to-air heat pumps under one product category as well. Air conditioning 
systems and air-to-air heat pumps are functionally the same technology and should therefore be 
required to meet the same standards of performance and efÏciency for cooling. This would also 
open the future possibility of requiring newly installed air conditioning systems to be reversible 
and to be able to deliver heating.  
 
Further amendments to consider 
The Government of Canada should consider introducing interoperability requirements to 
support long‑term consumer protection and a resilient energy efÏciency ecosystem, as part of a 
future amendment package to the Energy EfÏciency Regulations, and in line with Bill S-4 once it 
is passed. 
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As household electrification continues to accelerate and more households adopt digitally 
connected, electrified energy technologies, interoperability will be a growing priority. Devices 
sold in Canada should be compatible with standardized, non‑proprietary communication 
protocols, ensuring that energy consumers can continue using their hardware even if a 
manufacturer’s proprietary software becomes unavailable. This includes enabling third‑party 
application support through open Application Programming Interfaces (APIs), aligning all 
connected devices with Canadian privacy and data‑security standards, and ensuring seamless 
integration across smart panels, energy management systems, and other home energy 
technologies.  
 
For utilities, consistent national interoperability requirements would allow any smart home 
device sold in Canada to communicate with any Canadian utility. This would give consumers 
confidence that a thermostat, battery, or other clean home technology purchased in one 
province will function reliably in another and qualify for relevant demand-response programs or 
incentives. 
 
 
 
CONTACT 

Jana Elbrecht 

Senior Policy Advisor 

jana@cleanenergycanada.org  

(437) 324-9323 

Evan Pivnick 

Associate Director of Public Affairs 

evan@cleanenergycanada.org  

(250) 661-1025 
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