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What is ‘Buy Clean’?

Use public procurement 
and infrastructure to 
reduce “embodied carbon” 
in construction materials

Embodied carbon can 
account for 50% of 
building lifecycle 
emissions

Reducing embodied 
carbon is key to net-
zero for buildings 
and industry



Why Construction Materials?

• Basic building blocks of all 
infrastructure
• Millions of tonnes used each 

year
• Emissions intensive
• Relatively little focus until 

now
• Government has an 

important role to play



The Role of Public Procurement

• Public sector buys $5 billion of 
construction materials annually
• ~30% of the market for steel 

and cement/concrete
• Opportunity to align federal 

and provincial infrastructure 
investments with climate goals



Can Canada Seize the Opportunity?

• Federal Buy Clean Strategy 
commitment
• Centre for Greening Govt 

and LCA2
• COP26 international 

procurement coalition
• Budget 2022:  $$ for low-

carbon materials 



The U.S. is Taking Action on Buy Clean

• Momentum behind Buy 
Clean
• 18+ state and local policies
• Federal Buy Clean program, 

standards and 
demonstration projects
• $650 Bn procurement 

market for Cdn exports



CEC’s New Report: What Can Canada Learn?

• Interviews with 15 policy experts
– Policy makers
– Government staff
– Researchers and advocates

• Six key lessons to help inform 
Canada’s ‘Buy Clean’ strategy



Six Lessons on ‘Buying Clean’



Phasing in Policy Over Time
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Federal Leadership is Essential

~80% of Canada’s 
procurement is at 
provincial, 
territorial and 
municipal levels
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Closing Thoughts
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